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KENYA 


Uganda Government Delegation Arrives for Talks 
EA031951 Nairobi KNA in English 1720 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Nairobi 3rd June — A seven-man Uganda delegation 
arrived here this afternoon. The delegation will hold talks with 
Kenyan Government representatives led by the minister of state 
in the Office of the President Mr Justus Ole Tipis. 


The delegation was met by an assistant minister for foreign 
affairs Mr Ochola Makanyengo and the ministry's deputy secre- 
tary Mr F. Kasina at Jomo Kenyatta Airport. 


The Ugandan team is led by the minister of state in the Office 
of the President Mr B.K. Kirya and the minister of state and 
internal affairs Dr K. Besigye. 


Others in the team included the presidential advisor Mr John 
Kazzora; managing director of Uganda Railways Mr C. 
Karamogi; a special representative from the Office of the Presi- 
dent Mr J. Muhwezi; the commissioner of external trade in the 
Ministry of Commerce Mr James Tibekiyinga; and Mr J. 
Kahoza, secretary to the Treasury (Minister of Finance). 


The Uganda high commissioner to Kenya Mr Charles Katungi 
was also at the airport to meet the delegation. The high commis- 
sioner was accompanied by his deputy Mr Samson Bigombe and 
First Secretary Mr G.W. Kangwagye. 


Commentary Deplores Uganda Power Cut to Country 
EA032015 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 3 Jun 87 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] Why has Uganda decided to switch off the electricity 
supply to Kenya? The Uganda Electricity Board turned off 
supplies to Kenya at 1150 on Sunday 31 May. They did so 
without prior notification and therefore in violation of the 1955 
supply agreement, and from Sunday to today, a full three days, 
they have failed to officially communicate to the Kenya Power 
and Lighting Company the reason behind their abrupt move. 
There are many channels for conveying such matters officially. 
They have to ignore them. The question can be asked again: 
Why have they chosen not to communicate their reason for 
switching off supplies to Kenya? 


Fortunately for the record, the events of that Sunday morning 
preceding the switch-off by the Uganda Electricity Board are 
well known. It is only Uganda’s official silence on the matter and 
their failure to say when the supply situatior will be returned to 
normal that defies explanation. In the early hours of Sunday, 31 
May, our National Control Center noticed serious system fre- 
quency fluctuations. This was first noticed at 0645. At that time 
the total running capacity on the Kenyan electricity system was 
400 milliwatts. Out of these, 40 milliwatts was originating from 
the Uganda Electricity Board. The rest 360 milliwatts were 
available from the power plants in Kenya. There were immediate 
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efforts to contact Owen Falls. This was unsuccessful. Owen Falls 
failed to answer on the telephone lines. 


By that time on Sunday morning there were indications that 
something had gone wrong with the power generation capacity 
within Uganda. Indeed, from midnight to Sunday morning the 
Kenya Power and Lighting Company logged unusually low 
power output from Uganda. They were able to receive a maxi- 
mum of 24 to 34 milliwatts and down to a minimum of only 18 
milliwatts. This contrasts with the situation the previous night 
when the Kenya Power and Lighting Company received power 
from Uganda ranging from 37 milliwatts to 43 milliwatts. 


Not only was the output from Uganda low but also the techni- 
cians in Uganda seemed unable to control the machines, as could 
be read from the wild swings in the frequency meters. These 
frequency meters can be monitored in Nairobi, but are controlled 
from Uganda according to the terms of the 1955 agreement. 


As the situation worsened on Sunday morning, the situation was 
reversed and the Kenya Power and Lighting Company started to 
export power to Uganda. The whole of that morning til! the 
Uganda Electricity Board switched off the breakers connecting 
the two national systems, Kenya exported to Uganda power 
supplies varying from 7 to 16 milliwatts. At 1100 on Sunday 
morning an official of the Uganda Electricity Board at the Owen 
Falls Power Station called the Kenya Power and Lighting Com- 
pany alleging that Kenya had been drawing 140 milliwatts from 
Uganda. 


This was not true. For one thing the running capacity of the 
Kenya system that morning was 400 milliwatts but actual 
demand was only 220 milliwatts. This left a reserve of 180 
milliwatts. Secondly, there are indications that the running 
capacity of the Uganda Electricity Board at that time was only 
90 milliwatts. This was being generated by the six plants in 
operation in Uganda at the time. Uganda was not in a position 
to supply Kenya with 140 milliwatts while they were generating 
only 90 milliwatts. Furthermore if Kenya had been drawing over 
100 milliwatts, as has been alleged by the Uganda radio, there 
should have been severe consequences on our national electricity 
system when Uganda abruptly cut off supplies that morning. 
Nothing of that sort happened. 


In switching off supplies to Kenya and failing to say why, Uganda 
has precipitated the most serious incident since the power 
agreement between the two countries has been enforced. The 
Uganda action defies explanation. It may be possible that there 
may have been physicial interference with electricity plants and 
equipment within Uganda. But if this is the case why do the 
authorities in Uganda seem to find difficulty in saying so? 


Meanwhile, there have been attempts to blame Kenya for the 
whole affair. That is the route of least honor. The route not of 
truth but of untruth. It is not what we in Kenya expect from our 
neighbors. What we expect in the conduct of our affairs is honor 
in action and intent, and above all, truth. 
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UGANDA 


Newspaper Reports Clash on Zaire Border 
EA031119 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
0700 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Kampala — Zairian forces have killed a Ugandan soldier, 
burned | 3 houses, and seized | 5 heads of cattle following a battle 
in northwest Uganda. The Ugandan Government newspaper, 
New Vision, said the attack which took place last week was in 
retaliation for an incident in which Ugandan forces were alleged 
by Zaire to have killed a Zairian chief when he was pursuing 
smug) ‘ers along the border. 


Quoting eyewitnesses, the newspaper said that the Zairian sol- 
diers took away the body of the Ugandan soldier. The incident is 
the first of its kind for several months, although early this year 
Zairian forces set fire to 80 houses inside Uganda. 


SOMALIA 


SNM Statement on ‘Kidnapping’ of Students 
EA032246 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 3 Jun 87 


{Commentary entitled “Somali National Movement (SNM) 
Position on the Kidnapping of 10 Students Who Asked for 
Asylum at the UNHCR (UN High Commission for Refugees) 
Office in Djibouti by the Government of Dictator Mohamed Siad 
Barre’’} 


[Text] The kidnapping of 10 Somali students from Djibouti has 
produced four shocking facts about the students, the Siad Barre 
regime, the Djibouti Government, and the UNHCR office in 
Djibouti. 
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The SNM position on this matter emphasizes: 


1. The 10 students are teenagers. They are not politicians and 
they are not criminals. They are young teenage students who 
could not puruse a proper education because of the dictatorial 
system in Somalia after the Siad Barre regime imposed 
restrictions and introduced harassment in schools in Somalia. For 
Somali students, education has been replaced by the regime's 
attempts to use them as spies against their parents and relatives. 
This was admitted by the this ysar’s U.S. Congress report on 
human rights. The future of those students is in danger if the 
Government of Djibouti, from whose land they were kidnapped, 
the UNHCR, from whom they requested asylum, and other 
international organizations concerned with human rights do not 
struggle for their release. 


2. Suffice it to say of the Siad Barre regime that Somali people 
and students have not received anything from the regime excep! 
torture in prison, injustice, and oppression. The regime is becom- 
ing like that of Bokassa, who ate teenage students in the Central 
African Republic. 


3. The Djibouti Government has the responsibility of responding 
on whether it allows the embassy of Siad’s regime to use the 
Djibouti security organs to kidnap Somali students who are 
lawfully in Djibouti. The people of the Horn of Africa and the 
world have a right to ask Djibouti if it had knowledge of, allowed, 
or ordered the kidnapping of Somali students. The Government 
of Djibouti has the responsibility, according to international law, 
to ask the Siad regime to return those students who were taken 
out of Djibouti illegally. 


4. The UNHCR has the responsibility to reveal any steps it has 
taken to return the students who were kidnapped in May. If 
reasonable explanations are not forthcoming, the UN bodies 
should withdraw from Somalia and Djibouti. These two govern- 
ments should be condemned in the General Assembly and the 
Security Council. They should be banned from international 
cooperation programs. 
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ANGOLA 


Attack on Benguela Railway Station Said Repelled 
MB031613 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Excerpt] Four UNITA elements were killed at dawn today by 
our defense and security forces. A group of bandits in the pay of 
racist South Africa attempted to destroy the installations of the 
Benguela Railway Station around midnight. They clashed with 
our forces, who once again promptly reacted against the lackeys 
of imperialism by putting out of action four elements of the 


puppet group. 


Several arms of different caliber, mortars, explosive charges, and 
a great amount of ammunition were captured. 


During their escape, the bandits left behind several pieces of 
equipment such as uniforms and ammunition pouches. [passage 
omitted] 


Basic Commodities for Luanda Scheduled for July 
MB040745 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 4 Jun 87 


[Text] The supply of basic commodities to Luanda’s population 
will not be carried out until July. According to Adelino da Costa, 
head of the planning department in the cabinet of supply reorga- 
nization, the Angolan people, notwithstanding the existing diffi- 
culties, may receive their supplies in June, but in reduced 
quantities. [sentence as heard] 


Each consumer will receive five kg of rice, two kg of sugar, two 
liters of soya oil, six bars of soap, one kg of beans, eight kg of fish, 
two kg of meat, one liter of locally produced wine, and six bottles 
of Cuca beer. We note that the May purchases can be made unt! 
15 June. 


MALAWI 


President Banda Names New Cabinet Members 
MB031657 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] His excellency the life president, Ngwazi Dr Kamuzu 
Banda, has appointed a new cabinet with effect from today, 3 
June. A spokesman of the office of the president and cabinet in 
Lilongwe said ihe cabinet is as follows: 


Minister of External Affairs His Excellency the Life President 
Minister of Agriculture His Excellency the Life President 
Minister of Justice His Excellency the Life President 

Minister of Works 

and Supplies His Excellency the Life President 

Minister Without Portfolio Mr Robson Chirwa 

Minister of Labor Mr Wadson Deleza 

Minister of Health Mr Edward Bwanali 

Minister of Finance Mr Louis Chimango 
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Minister of Forest and 

Natural Resources Mr Stanford Demba 

Minister of Transport and 

Communications Mr Dalton Katopola 

Minister of Community Services Mr Katola Phiri 
Minister of Local Government Mr Richard Musa Banda 
Minister of Education and 

Culture Mr M. (Pachali) 

Minister of Trade, Industry Mr M.U.K. (Mlambala) 


The announcement added that Mr (Pachali) and (Mlambala) 
have been concurrently nominated members of parliament from 
Mchinyi and Salima Districts, respectively. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Labor Official Applauds Training Provided in GDR 
M 8031620 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 3 Jun 87 


{Text} The Ministry of Labor delegation in Berlin has told our 
correspondent there are some 7,000 Mozambicans currently 
working in the GDR. They are assigned to various GDR indus- 
tries, particularly the textile sector. Under the terms of an accord, 
some 2,000 Mozambicans will go to the GDR this year. 


Graca Macuacua, head of the Department of Support and Con- 
trol within the Ministry of Labor delegation in Berlin, stressed 
that this cooperation with the GDR enables Mozambican youths 
to be trained as skilled workers. He added that, thanks to the 
GDR’s cooperation, about 3,000 Mozambicans have already 
returned home following a 4-year training course in the GDR. 


NAMIBIA 


Police Unit Accused in Katutura Township Attack 
MB031049 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1015 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Windhoek, June 3, SAPA ~ - Police have begun a full-scale 
investigation into allegations that members of a police counter- 
insurgency unit opened fire on civilians in Katutura township 
outside Windhoek, killing one and injuring three others last 
Thursday [28 May] night, a police spokesman said today. 


“I can say nothing more until the investigation is completed,” 
said the spokesman, Chief Inspector Tubby Kaaijk. 


A spokesman for the National Union of Namibian Workers 
[NUN W] said earlier that members of the special police unit 
popularly known in SWA/ Namibia as “Koevoet” [Crowbar] 
wounded two people with gunshots at a braai [barbecue] in 
Katutura about 10.50 pm last Thursday. 


Immediately afterwards, the NUNW spokesman said, the 
Koevoet members — employed by the SWA Police Force — fired 
at a small bus of the SWA Water and Electricity Supply Com- 
mission [SWAWEC} carrying workers on night shift to work. 
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A SWAWEC worker and member of an affiliated NUNW 
union, Mr Elias Shikongo, died of a gunshot wound to the head 
and another occupant was wounded. 


Police confirmed that one man was shot dead and three wounded, 
but stated that first reports indicated the shots had been fired at 
passing traffic by a gunman who took up position in a building 
complex for single workers. 


Another police spokesman, Inspector Kierie du Rand, said 26 
spent AK47 cartridges had been found in Katutura which, he 
claimed, “indicated that SWAPO did the shooting.” 


Police Disperse Crowd in Katutura Township 
MB041141 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1135 GMT 4 Jun 87 


[Text] Windhoek, June 4, SAPA — Police today dispersed a 
stone-throwing crowd of about 500 with teargas and rubber 
bullets in Katutura township outside Windhoek, the district 
commissioner of police, Colonel Willem Meuwessen, said. 


A woman and a child were injured in the unrest and several cars 
were damaged. 


Col Meuwessen said the crowd assembled after police, assisted 
by military units, early this morning carried out a raid in a 
six-hour operation on a building complex for single workmen. 


Police seized quantities of goods, believed to have been stolen, 
and live ammunition, and arrested 46 men on suspicion of 
possessing stolen goods. 


Spokesmen for the SWAPO-affiliated National Union of Nami- 
bian Workers said several people had been injured in the raid and 
two had been hospitalised, but Col Meuwessen denied that 
residents sustained injuries in the operation which, he said, was 
mainly aimed at crime prevention. 


In reply to a question, the colonel said military elements had been 
used to seal off the building complex so that the police could carry 
out a search of the premises. 


There were about 1100 registered residents in the hostel and 
about 3000 living there without permission, police said. 


Meanwhile, workers reported the Windhoek municipality, which 
administers the building, has notified all the occupants to vacate 
the premises in September as the hostel complex is to be con- 
verted and altered for another but as yet undetermined purpose. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Pik Botha Condemns Sullivan Disinvestment Call 
MB032023 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2021 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Cape Town, June 3, SAPA — A call by the Rev Leon 
Sullivan for American companies to pull out of South Africa 
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within nine months was neither in the interests of workers in 
South Africa nor in the interests of the U.S., the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said tonight. 


Mr Botha said South Africa could not allow itself to be 
threatened in this way. 


“What he is doing is neither in the interests of the workers of 
South Africa nor in the interests of the United States. 


“He suffers from a persecution complex for which, apparently, 
nothing can be done.” 


Mr Sullivan is the author of a code of conduct for American 
companies operating in South Africa. 


Finance Minister on Improved Balance of Payments 
MB031028 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1017 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Parliament, June 3 SAPA — Downward adjustments to 
the domestic economy were inevitable over the past few years due 
to developments on both the South African and international! 
economic and political fronts, the minister of finance, Mr Barend 
du Plessis, said today. 


“This meant sacrifice and at times a lowering of living stan- 
dards,” he told a joint sitting of all three houses during his 
introduction to the 1987-88 budget. 


The results of the adjustments were however reflected in the 
great improvement in the balance of payments and the rand, 
among others. 


In 1984, the current account had still showed a deficit of R2,200 
million, but this had been transformed in 1985 into a surplus of 
R5,900 million, increasing to R7,200 million in 1986. 


“This was equivalent to five per cent of gross domestic product, 
a remarkably high percentage for any country and someth:ng 
that constantly makes a deep impression on overseas observers,” 
Mr du Plessis said. 


At a seasonably adjusted annual rate, the surplus in the first 
quarter of 1987 was R7,400 million, and indications now were 
that in spite of the expected increase in the real growth rate and 
therefore in imports, it would be about R5,000 million for the 
year as a whole. 


“This noteworthy performance of the current account since 1984 
stems mainly, on the one hand, from elimination of excess 
monetary demand through monetary and fiscal policy, and on the 
other, the depreciation of the rand, which encouraged exports 
and discouraged imports.” 


In 1986, the capital account of the balance of payments showed 
a net outflow of capital not related to reserves of R6,100 million, 
as against R9,200 million the year before. 
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The short-term capital component was R8,800 million in 1985 
and R4,000 million in 1986, with an important element in this 
outflow of short-term capital being an increase in the credit 
facilities granted by South African exporters. 


“In the first quarter of this year, however, there was a net capita! 
inflow of about R500 million,” Mr du Plessis said. 


In addition to these capital movements, the banking sector and 
the government had reduced their reserve-related short-term 
foreign liabilities by R2,300 million in 1986 and a further R677 
million in the first quarter of this year. 


“The outcome was that the total gold and other foreign reserves 
of the Reserve Bank, the other banks and the government rose 
from a low of R3,900 million at the end of April 1986 to no less 
than R7,300 million at the end of March 1987. 


“During April 1987 the Reserve Bank’s gold and other foreign 
reserves rose yet again, by about R400 million.” Mr du Plessis 
said. 


Furthermore, over this period the Reserve Bank increased its 
physical holding of gold substantially, from a low of 3.7 million 
fine ounces at the end of July 1986 to 5.8 million at the end of 
April this year. 


Mr du Plessis said that since the beginning of 1985, a period in 
which both the gold price and the exchange rates of the leading 
world currencies fluctuated greatly, the commercial rand also 
showed substantial fluctuations. 


Between June 1986 and late April this year however, it had 
appreciated against the United States dollar by about 40 per cent. 


“Over this period it appreciated against a weighted basket of 
currencies of our major trading partners by nearly 30 per cent. 


“The financial rand, which at one stage in June 1986 fell below 
20 U.S. cents, rose to 35.3 U.S. cents on March 30 this year, since 
when it has fluctuated around 30 U.S. cents,” the minister said. 


Comments on Exchange Rate 
MBO031040 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1032 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Parliament, June 3, SAPA — The Reserve Bank would 
continue to buy dollars in the short-term to prevent the foreign 
exchange value of the rand rising to an extent that undermined 
exports, job creation and growth, the minister of finance, Mr 
Barend du Plessis, said today. 


Delivering his budget speech, he said short-term fiscal and 
monetary strategy remained expansionary, with the object of 
boosting consumption and investment to raise production, 
employment and real economic growth. 


This did not imply that the fight against inflation was not a high 
priority, but it had to be slotted into the government's overall 
economic strategy. 
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Mr du Plessis said the Reserve Bank would continue to accom- 
modate any reasonable extension of bank credit and increase in 
the money supply 


This strategy was reflected in the new money supply targets 
recently set by the Reserve Bank with the concurrence of the 
cabinet. 


“So as to avoid excessive money creation and the reappearance 
of demand inflation, the target has been reduced from a range of 
16 to 20 per cent to one of 14 to 18 per cent; but with growth and 
employment creation in mind, this range has been set high 
enough to support a real growth rate of about three per cent in 
1987.” 


Mr du Plessis said that, because of the close relationship between 
the money supply, interest rates and exchange rates, the adoption 
of a target for the money supply meant there could be no 
completely independent target for cither exchange or interest 
rates. 


“As an integral part of the present growth stance, then, the 
present policy of managed floating will be continued; but as in 
the past the Reserve Bank will influence the exchange rate and 
prevent excessive fluctuations by regularly buying or selling 
dollars in the foreign exchange market. 


“The fact that the rand has appreciated since June 12, 1986 by 
about 40 per cent against the U.S. dollar must be welcomed 
insofar as it serves to reduce the inflation rate; but it remains 
Reserve Bank policy, by means of the purchase of dollars, to 
prevent the rand rising to an extent that undermines exports, 
employment creation and the promotion of growth.” 


He said no significant upward or downward shift in interest rates 
was expected in the near future. 


However, if the economic upswing developed a much greater 
momentum and was accompanied by a large increase in the 
demand for loans, interest rates would have to be allowed to rise 
in response to normal market forces. 


“But an increase of this kind would in fact be a symptom of 
meaningful economic advance.” 


At present, there was no sign of excessive monetary demand, and 
the latest available growth rate of M3 was still appreciably below 
the new target range. 


“There is thus still a good deal of room for the money supply and 
total expenditure to rise before exerting any significant upward 
pressure on interest rates.” 


Commenting on short-term fiscal policy, Mr du Plessis referred 
to tax concession announced in the part appropriation bill earlier 
this year. 


The stimulatory effect of the “substantial injection” provided by 
the mini-dudget would be reinforced by the nature and mag- 
nitude of expenditure announced in today’s budget, he said. 
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“But, given the room that now exists in the market, the higher 
deficit before borrowing that arises in consequence should not 
place upward pressure on interest rates — a factor taken fully 
into account in the framing of this budget.” 


Police Claim Only 1 Death Tied to Durban Clash 
MB031609 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1447 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Excerpt] Pretoria June 3 SAPA — Police in Pretoria said today 
only one person died in a clash after a funeral! in Imbali township 
in Natal at the weekend. 


The SAP’s public relations division was reacting to newspaper 
reports that as many as 10 children were killed and seven injured 
in Imbali on Saturday (May 30) after the funeral of a Mr 
Mbongeni Majola. The reports went on to say five other bodies 
were unaccounted for. 


Police said today the body of an “unknown black man” was later 
found some distance from the scene of the violence. “The body 
contained stab and bullet wounds. He was presumably wounded 
during this same incident,” a police statement said. 


The “true facts” about the incident about 5.30 pm last Saturday 
were that a group of blacks returning from a funeral were 
attacked by another group of blacks at Imbali, the statement 
said. “During this fight, four people sustained gunshot wounds 
and three others stab wounds. All of these people were admitted 
to Edenvale Hospital (near Pietermaritzburg). None of these 
people have subsequently died from their injuries. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 3 Jun 
MB040615 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0608 GMT 4 Jun 87 


[Text] Pretoria, June 4, SAPA — “Relatively few incidents of 
unrest were reported overnight. In Soweto (W WR) [Witwaters- 
rand], a passenger railway carriage was damaged by arsonists. 


“At Ikageng, near Potchefstroom, a security forces vehicle was 
stoned. The members dispersed their attackers with shotgun fire, 
wounding four black men, three of them youths. These four 
peuple were arrested. 


“At Crown Station, Johannesburg, a petrol bomb was thrown 
from a train. A ticket examiner on the platform sustained burns 
when the petrol bomb ignited. 


“At Mashibisa, near Pietermaritzburg, three black youths were 
confronted and attacked by a group of youths. One of the three 
was killed when he was struck with a pick. The other two 
managed to escape. At this stage, it is not known whether this 
incident is unrest-related.” 
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ZIMBABWE 


SAPA Views Economic Plan for Self-Sufficiency 
MB032015 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1739 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Harare, June 3, SAPA — Like most national economic 
plans, the government's recently announced financial! thrust 
aimed at attracting much-needed foreign exchange probably 
means little to the average Zimbabwean for whom it is basically 
designed. As is the case in the language of high finance, ZIANA, 
the semi-official news agency reports, the terminology of 
economists — such as “negative growth,” “net capital” and 
“severe imbalances” — often has the effect of switching off the 
less well informed. So it would be hard to fault large portions of 
the masses for failing to absorb the basics of what the minister 
of finance, economic planning and development, Dr Bernard 
Chidzero, told the nation last week when he announced a series 
of measures aimed at stimulating the economy. 


National budgeting is a delicate operation to say the least, and 
it is especially so in many Third World nations where poverty and 
starvation are household words. This is far from the case in 
Zimbabwe, but the same cannot be said for some of its 
neighbours. 


Many of the nation’s critics, including large numbers in right- 
wing circles in South Africa, would like to be able to point an “I 
told you so” finger at Zimbabwe as it battles drought, a high 
budget deficit and inflation largely brought about by its deter- 
mination to pay its debts. The medicine prescribed by Dr Chid- 
zero is designed — although he did not say so in as many words 
— to avert this possibility. 


The classic African financial trap is caused by the adoption of 
measures by a government which result in total failure of new 
investment. This has not happened in Zimbabwe, although the 
government admits that it sees foreign investment as one of the 
essentials to national development. 


But while encouraging brand new investment, it is turning to 
“imprisoned” investors to utilise their blocked funds to give the 
economy a boost and thus hopefully attract foreign capital. The 
foreign capital, in turn, would mean that local companies, which 
need overseas components to keep their wheels turning, would be 
able to remain viable or even expand and, therefore, increase 
employment. 


There have been promises in the past of trimmed government 
expenditure, but this time Dr Chidzero made a concrete commit- 
ment to this by stating that the recommendations of the cabinet- 
appointed committee of inquiry into parastatals would be 
“speedily implemented.” Parastatals are government-owned and 
controlled enterprises, many of which run at a loss and thus 
require heavy state subsidies. The railways, airways and cold 
storage commission, which controls the nation’s beef supplies, are 
examples. The government is committed, where possible to 
eliminate subsidies to parastatals. Dr Chidzero stated: “If no 
remedial action is taken the economy will contract further lead- 
ing to a negative growth in gross domestic product in 1987.” 
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An economist for one of Zimbabwe's foremost banks said this 
week he believed the remedial action forwarded by the govern- 
ment is too late at this stage to salvage the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) prospects for this year. But he believes the 
benefits could begin to manifest themselves next year. 


Zimbabwe's budget last year was ZD [Zimbabwe dollar} 4,047 
million, with an anticipated budget deficit of more than ZD1000 
million. 


Next month is traditionally budget month and, ironically. the 
new measures could see a greater strain put on the taxpayer 
because of loss of revenue brought about by the new measures — 
the waiver, for instance, of the 20 per cent non-resident 
shareholders tax and import duty should blocked funds be used 
to create imports. 


The government was expecting to raise ZD22 million this year 
on non-residents tax. But items such as this should be more than 
compensated for by cuts in government spending and parastata! 
trimming — if these measures are followed through. 


Dr Chidzero’s plan should not be seen in isolation but rather as 
part of a grander government scheme to condition the economy 
— and thus the people of the nation — to self-sufficiency. For 
instance, last month saw the government instruct the nation’s 
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cities, towns and local authorities to branch-out into investments 
that would generate income, such as farms, supermarkets and 
even hotels and restuarants. These are projects that would create 
employment and help absorb at least some of the almost !00,000 
school-leavers who come on to the job market each year. 


Government ministers have constantly reminded the private 
sector that it, too, has a big responsibility in the development of 
the nation and that a positive, rather than negative attitude, is 
what is required at present in the face of a combination of adverse 
circumstances many of which are beyond government conirol, 
such as the South African destabilization of southern Africa. 


And last, but by far means least, is the emerging stream of 
government reminders to the people — largely in the rural areas 
and to members of cooperatives — that the government is not at 
their beck and call, and does not exist solely to supply their needs. 
Self-sufficiency is the keyword in the trend of current Zimbab- 
wean affairs and policy. 


Above all, the government does not want to see its policy of 
socialism being translated by the masses — 80 per cent c. whom 
live in the rural areas — as an opportunity, although probably 
uninicational, to abuse the government’s willingness to assist. 
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BURKINA FASO 


BBC Correspondent on Labor Leader’s Arrest 
ABO030839 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 2 Jun 87 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] In Burkina Faso, a prominent trade union leader has been 
arrested and detained. He is Soumane Toure. The official expla- 
nation given is that he has been attempting to destabilize the 
country. Mr Toure was jailed in 1985 for accusing Burkina 
Faso’s ruling council [CNR] of embezzlement. He was released 
last year. Rick Wells asked Nick Hessler, who has just come back 
from Burkina Faso, for his reaction to Soumane Toure’s arrest. 


[Begin recording] [Hessler] Not unexpected, but not expected 
either, because he has always been a thorn in the side of govern- 
ment and since his release last October, after 20 months in 
detention, he has been organizing the only dissent in the country 
{words indistinct] there were some tracts distributed in Ouaga- 
dougou which came from the trade union and National Union of 
Students, criticizing government policy, accusing Sankara of 
letting down the revolution and accusing the CDR's [Committees 
for the Defense of the Revolution] of corruption. 


[Wells] How much support would you say Soumane Toure has? 


[Hessler] It’s difficult to say, but among the educated, literate 
Burkinabe, I think at the present time there is quite a feeling of 
resentment against the revolution and so Toure could be seen 
becoming the focus for this resentment. He (?appears) to be the 
only person who dares to speak out against the revolution. He is 
not afraid of speaking out. 


[Wells] Now he is being accused of alleged subversive activity 
which tends to destabilize the country. How real do you think 
these are? 


[Hessler] The daily newspaper, the Sidwaya, and also the sup- 
posedly satirical review (? which is close to) government, L Jntrus 
accused him and other trade union leaders of being corrupt 
because they receive salaries from international trade unions 
organizations and have a life-style which doesn’t go along with 
the rather austere [words indistinct] Sankara would like to pre- 
sent to his government employees who work in the country. 


[Wells] Is that true? Does Mr Soumane Toure have a particularly 
flamboyant life-style? 


[Hessler] As far as I know, not. Times are so difficult, most people 
in Burkina Faso don’t have flamboyant life-styles. 


[Wells] Do you think the arresting of Soumane Toure is a sign 
that the government is under pressure and indeed tha’. Sankara 
is worried about his own position? 


{Hessler} I think it is. I left Burkina after an 8-month stay there. 
And I noticed that there was considerable change during this 
period. The people now are being quite open in criticizing the 
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government and | think the government, and especially Sankara, 
is probably feeling a little isolated from his popular support. [end 
recording] 


Marxist Party Decries Arrest 
ABO30851 Paris AFP in French 0938 GMT 2 Jun 87 


[Text] Paris, 2 Jun 87 (AFP) — The section of Burkina Faso’s 
Patriotic League for Development (LIPAD) in France today 
denounced last weekend's arrest of Soumane Toure, secretary 
general of the Burkina Trade Union Confederation (CSB), 
together with Salif Kabore and several members of their families. 


In a communique issued in Paris, LIPAD (a Marxist-Leninist 
party and the Burkinabe section of the African Independence 
Party) stated that other persons were also arrested on | June. 
“Four members of Toure’s family were arrested on | June at 
about 0600 GMT, and Adama Toure, the leader of the Trade 
Union of Burkina Technicians and Workers (STOB), was 
arrested the same day at about 1400 GMT,” the communique 
stated. 


LIPAD, which criticized “the serious breaches of individua! and 
collective rights in Burkina Faso,” calls on the “nation’s public 
opinion to denounce the violations of human rights that have been 
taking place.” 


Mr Soumane Toure was arrested in the night of 31 May on 
charges of “subversive activities,” according to a communique 
issued | June in Ouagadougou. “Militants, who have exposed and 
neutralized the counterrevolutionary, have also demanded to 
have him neutralized once and for all,” arguing that he “largely 
deserved to be executed,” the communique added. 


The arrest of Salif Kabore, an executive member of the CSB, and 
also of three family members has not been confirmed in Ouaga- 
dougou. 


GHANA 


Radio Comments on Reported Dissident Infiltration 
ABC31400 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Kwabena Yamoah commentary] 


[Text] The leadership of Ghana's revolution has emphasized, 
time without number, that the current process cannot be 
changed. Yet there are some pessimists who think they can alter 
the course of the revolution. It is in this light that we examine 
reports that some Ghanaian dissidents have been infiltrating 
considerable quantities of arms and ammunition into Cote 
d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] intended to destabilize Ghana's revolution. 


The mission to Cote d'Ivoire to inform the authorities about the 
dissidents’ activities was necessary in view of the fact that 
Abidjan seems to have been a sanctuary for most Ghanaian 
dissidents. It could be said that it is the fear of the Ivorian 
authorities that Ghana's revolution will filter into their country, 
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hence their uncooperative attitude. But the revolution should not 
pose any threat because a revolution cannot be exported. The 
authorities in Cote d'Ivoire must also know that peace and 
security is needed in the West African subregion so they must 
cooperate with Ghana in curbing the activities of dissidents in 
the area. 


The disclosure that the Ghanaian delegation in Cote D'Ivoire was 
well received shows a turning point in matters relating to security 
between the two countries. Cote d’lvoire, it is hoped, would 
respond positively to the information given them and bring to an 
end, once and for all, the activities of Ghanaian dissidents in Cote 
d'Ivoire. We are neighbors, so what bothers one country must be 
discussed and solved by all. If Cote d'Ivoire allows its territory 
to be used as a launching pad to destabilize a neighboring 
country, then it has to stop organizing security meetings of heads 
of state to solve the security problem in the subregion. Anything 
short of cooperating with Ghana is not in the interest of peace 
and security in the West African subregion. 


it is known that most dissidents always try to infiltrate when cae 
country is about to celebrate any anniversary. This calls for 
vigilance on the part of every Ghanaian to uncover the activities 
of these nation wreckers. 


As Ghanaians prepare to celebrate the eighth anniversary of 4 
June, therefore, they must remember that attempts will be made 
to derail the revolution and it behooves on them to report to the 
authorities the movement of suspicious people. The country has 
already been assured of the commitment of the Armed Forces to 
repel all moves by dissidents anywhere, anytime, whether by air, 
sea, or land. Ghanaians must therefore stand by the Armed 
Forces, should there be any need to fight the dissidents. 


PNDC Announces Military Appointments, Promotions 
AB030919 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 2 Jun 87 


[Text] The PNDC has announced the following appointments 
and promotions in the Armed Forces. Major General Arnold 
Quainoo is appointed general officer commanding the Armed 
Forces, GOC, and is promoted to the rank of lieutenant general. 
Brigadier W.N. Mensah-Wood becomes the Army commander 
and is promoted to the rank of major general. Commodore B. 
Ohene-Kwapong is promoted to the rank of rear admiral and 
confirmed as Navy commander. Air Commodore J.E.A. Kotei is 
promoted to the rank of air vice marshai and confirmed as Air 
Force commander. 


The government has also appointed a commission headed by 
Lieutenant General Emmanuel A. Erskine to examine and advise 
on the defense needs of the Ghana Armed Forces to enable them 
to deal efficiently with the defense of the sovereignty of the nation 
and the revolution, as well as to meet Ghana's external obli- 
gations. The commission will also examine the present command 
structure of the Armed Forces with the view to improving 
operational efficiency and effective communications within and 
between the various levels of command. In addition, the commis- 
sion will examine the Armed Forces regulations, in order to bring 
their contents into line with the democratic aspirations of the 
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revolution and advise on any other matters relevant to the 
efficient performance of the Armed Forces 


Cooperation Protocol Signed With Romania 
AB031041 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Ghana and Romania have signed a protocol to improve 
economic, scientific, and cultural cooperation between them 
from ihis year to 1989. Under the agreement, Ghana will! import 
materials such as black carbon, synthetic rubber, (’dye stuff), 
yarn, nail wire, and metal sheets for her industries; and export 
cocoa, timber, manganese, bauxite, natural rubber, and pro- 
cessed pineapples to Romania. Dr Don Arthur, secretary respon- 
sible for State Commission for Economic Cooperation, signed for 
Ghana, while Dr Gheorghe Cazan, Romanian minister of state 
for foreign trade and international economic cooperation, signed 
for his country 


Dr Don Arthur described the agreement as a departure from the 
old order, and said it makes for cooperation in other fields apart 
from trade. He said most of Ghana's imports from Romania are 
materials needed to feed factories in order to meet the program 
for the rehabilitation of industries under the Economic Recovery 
Program. The secretary said the volume of trade will depend on 
the needs of the factories and arrangements that may b reached 
at the Ghana-Romania joint commission meeting later this year 
Dr Don Arthur was hopeful! that the two countries would reach 
agreement on joint ventureship in some projects for their mutual! 
benefit. 


Dr Cazan described the agreement as the launching pad for 
cooperation and development. He added that his country would 
do its best to cooperate with Ghana in science, transfer of 
technology, and the training of personnel. He hoped the good 
intentions with which the agreement was signed would turn out 
good results. 


Dr Cazan, who is leading a two-man delegation which arrived in 
the country last Saturday [30 May}, is due to leave tomorrow 


IVORY COAST 


PRC's Wu Xuegian Meets With President, Others 
AB032220 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Excerpts] As part of the official visit to our country which he 
began yesterday, the Chinese foreign minister |Wu Xuegian] was 
received for an audience by the head of state [President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny] late this morning at the presidential palace. 
Earlier this morning, the Chinese foreign minister held talks with 
Mr Henri Konan Bedie, speaker of the National Assembly, and 
Mr Gregoire Philippe Yace, chairman of the Social and Evo- 
nomic Council. The Chinese foreign minister used this opportu- 
nity to brief his interlocutors on China's economic reform, which 
started in 1979 and is based on an open-door policy. This reform’s 
positive results were especially felt in the rural sector. Agricul- 
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tural production increased and industria! activities received fresh 
impetus, thus resolving most of the problems of food and clothing. 


After his audience with the head of state, the Chinese foreign 
minister this afternoon paid a visit to Minister of Rural! Devel- 
opment Gilles Laubhouet-Vally. Minister Laubhouet-Vally used 
this occasion to brief him on the major outlines of the Ivorian 
policy of food self-sufficiency. This policy consists of building for 
ourselves the tools for our own development and making our 
contribution to solving the problem of hunger by the year 2000. 


For his part, the Chinese foreign minister stated that he was 
prepared to help develop cooperation between his country and 
Ivory Coast. As proof of this pledge, he presented a consignment 
of agricultural equipment to Minister Laubhouet-Vally. [passage 
omitted } 


Tomorrow morning, the Chinese minister is scheduled to visit a 
number of social and economic projects in Yamoussoukro. In the 
afternoon, he will hold talks in Abidjan with the minister of 
commerce, and in the evening he will depart our country for 
Spain. 


Paper Interviews Chadian Foreign Minister Lassou 
AB030943 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
2 Jun 87 pp 24, 25 


{“Exclusive” interview with Gouara Lassou, Chadian foreign 
affairs and cooperation minister, by Fraternite Matin journalists 
in Abidjan on Chad’s economic and military situation; date not 
given — first three paragraphs are introduction} 


{ Text] Chadian Foreign Minister Gouara Lassou was recently in 
our country on a short visit during which he was received by 
President Houphouet-Boigny. 


In addition to his official mission, Gouara Lassou spoke to several! 
Fraternite Matin journalists on his nation’s military and eco- 
nomic situation. According to him, the Chadian people are now 
aspiring to peace following the suffering caused by war. Minister 
Lassou affirmed that if Colonel al-Qadhdhafi submits to reason, 
an ideal solution will be found to the Chadian-Libyan conflict. 


But the Chadian foreign minister also pointed out that the Aozou 
Strip is only a temporary hideout for the Libyans, because Chad 
must liberate that portion of its territory. 


{Journalist} Mr Minister, could you brief us on the current 
military situation in Chad? 


[Lassou] On 2 January 1987, the FANT crossed what is known 
in the international press and international circles as the | 6th 
parallel, or sometimes the Red Line. However, our people have 
never considered this a border or a forbidden area in our struggle. 
Since that date, our people have been fighting north of the 
so-called 16th parallel. 


Concerning the recent situation, | will tell you that the Libyans, 
who had been occupying vast areas of the Tibesti region — 
namely, the area surrounding a certain mountain ridge and a 
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certain underground cave, as well a: the area surrounding Barda! 
and Yebbi Bou — have evzcuated these places and are now in 
the Aozou Strip. We consider this region only a temporary 
hideout for the Liybans because we must liberate this portion of 
our territory. 


As you know, you cannot receive dignity as a gift; you must fight 
for it. We are not saying that we must fight at all costs when the 
matter can be resolved through negotiations. We cannot allow 
ourselves to be intoxicated by some military victories in the field, 
for the enemy is strong, powerfu!, and possesses some means that 
the Chadian people lack. So the enemy may attack us at any time. 
As you know, war has no precise rules. You can be the victor 
today, and the vanquished tomorrow. In view of this, we Chad- 
ians remain realistic. We have not sought this war; we are not 
seeking war now. We simply want to live in peace within the 
borders of our territory. This is why we are fighting. We are 
fighting because we have been forced to fight. 


I can say that, at present, the military situation is favorable to 
us. But we expect the enemy to launch a more powerful counter- 
offensive. In this event, we will not yield tothe enemy: We will 
continue the struggle until our people recover their territorial 
integrity and can preserve their independence. 


{Journalist} A JANA dispatch recently reported that Libya had 
transferred its positions in the Tibesti region to the GUNT. What 
do you have to say about this somewhat disturbing aliegation’ 


{Lassou] In the first place, the GUNT does not exist, or, to put it 
more correctly, the GUNT no longer exists. This report sought 
to make people believe in things that do not exist. If JANA, which 
we describe as an agency of lies, alleges that Libya has handed 
over its positions to the GUNT, this amounts to saying that we 
Chadians have abandoned our positions to Libya. This actually 
means that we simply can no longer hold out. In fact, our forces 
are in the Tibesti region, and the forces that formerly took orders 
from Goukouni [Oueddei] have all been integrated in the Chad- 
ian National Armed Forces and now serve in FANT units. So, 
in order to prevent people from again saying that the Libyan 
forces have been defeated in this or that location, or in the Tibesti 
Mountains, it is norma’ for JANA to claim Libyan forces have 
abandoned their positions to the GUNT. 


[Journalist] Have the Chadian National Armed Forces com- 
pletely recaptured the whole of northern Chad, with the excep- 
tion of the Aozou Strip? 


[Lassou] We have liberated places in the Tibesti region. Only 
Aozou remains to be liberated. We have liberated Bardai and 
Yebbi Bou, the last two towns before the Aozou region 


[Journalist}Can you say a word about Goukouni's return home? 


{Lassou] If Goukouni decides to return nome, we will welcome 
him. 


[Journalist] But he has laid down conditions, namely, that UNIR 
{National Union for Independence and Revolution] be dissolved 
and the date of the national independence celetsation be 
changed. 
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{Lassou] UNIR was created by militant Chadians at a congress 
that marked the end of Frolinat (Northern Armed Forces) [as 
published]. Nowhere in the UNIR Charter is it stipulated that 
the movement possesses the exclusive right to national politics. 
In its statutes and regulations, UNIR has proclaimed its open- 
ness to all Chadians, to all patriots prepared to continue with the 
Struggle to preserve ntional independence, restore national unity, 
and recover Chad's territorial integrity. And if these principles 
are couirary to what Goukouni champions, let him say so, and 
we will talk about it. We cannot with the stroke of a pen or with 
a declaration put an end to the existence of a movement demo- 
cratically established during a congress. I state this in my capac- 
ity as UNIR executive secretary. I do not think that its current 
chairman can say: “I will dissolve UNIR because I am asked 
to do so.” If he does this, it is no longer Goukouni, but rather the 
UNIR militants who will take him to task. 


[Journalist] Libya is said to be manufacturing missiles. Could this 
not have repercussions on the Chadian-Libyan conflict? 


{Lassou] Our people are ready to continue the war, even if it must 
continue for 100 years. Libya can manufacture all the missiles it 
wants to, for this does not scare us. In our situation, as someone 
stated, death means liberation, and we are prepared for this 
liberation. 


{Journalist} Are you optimistic about the impending negotiations 
between Chadians in Algiers? Do you attach much importance 
to the reconciliation with Goukouni? 


{Lassou] We, as authorities of the nation, have stated that as long 
as there is a single Chadian living outside Chad, it is a source of 
worry for us; because when a Chadian is humiliated in the street 
somewhere, whether in Europe, Africa, or elsewhere, all Chad- 
ians should feel humiliated, for we are fighting for our dignity. 
Consequently, even if we are poor, we should all live together in 
our country. Therefore, we attach the necessary importance to 
any Chadian desiring to return to his country that he left for one 
reason or another. If this was for political reasons, we let him 
know that the doors are open. If this Chadian has another type 
of society to propose to our people, we say: “Let us achieve our 
unity, liberate our country, and try to see, to propose to our people 
the type of society that each person or group has conceived; our 
people will choose and then establish it. [no closing quotation 
mark as published] Therefore, we attach the necessary impor- 
tance simultaneously to groups and individuals simply because 
they are Chadians. But we do not negotiate because we are 
afraid, and we do not wish to negotiate in fright. We do not want 
to intimidate anyone, for we wish to restore an atmosphere of 
confidence; we do not want our people, who have known war, to 
resume it. We want our people to know peace from now on. 


Concerning the meeting in Algiers, it has now been 3 months 
since we began discussions in this country. It is not something 
new for us to hold discussions with Goukouni and his men 


[Jounalist] What stage have you reached in the negotiations 
between Ndjamena and Goukouni Oueddei’s supporters? Do you 
still face obstacles? 
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{Lassou] The Chadian Government has always made it a policy 
not to announce beforehand anything it is doing. We prefer to 
tell people this is what we have done, rather than to say this is 
what we will do tomorrow. This is because if what we say will 
happen does not actually materialize, then we will be seen as liars. 
But we have made it a policy to tell the truth, so we prefer to 
leave things to develop. When you are holding discussions with 
someone, you should be a bit discreet in what is said, to be able 
to explain the results to the people later. 


{Journalist} Do you not have the impression that several African 
states today want to claim credit for initiating national reconcili- 
ation in Chad? 


{Lassou] We do not want things to be seen this way. We simply 
state that there are sister countries whose leaders show solidarity 
with Chad and who try to help Chadians to reconcile. If in these 
countries or among these leaders there are calculating people, it 
is the duty of Chadians to know where to place their country’s 
interests and not to serve as puppets or allow themselves to be 
manipulated. Therefore, we cannot say that such and such a 
country is playing a game, for there is no medal to be won in this 
Chadian issue. It is simply because we believe that Chad is an 
African country, that those who die on the battlefield are Afri- 
cans, and that these deaths are unnecessary. So we believe that 
all those showing interest in restoring peace in Chad do so without 
any calculations. We may be naive, and we prefer to be naive in 
this case. 


[Journalist] As a member of government, could you tell us how 
many lives have been lost in this war? 


[Lassou] I am a soldier. I do not keep count of my soldiers who 
have fallen. What is important is the freedom to be gained after 
all these sacrifices. We do not have the time to weep for our dead. 
We should first of all liberate our country and then we will see 
what we can do. 


[Journalist] What has been the change in the international atti- 
tude on the Chadian problem, an issue formerly described as a 
war between Chadians” 


{Lassou] At one time there was a problem between Chadians. 
This problem, having reached a certain stage, was exploited by 
a foreign enemy — Libya. But was Libya to be blamed then and 
there, or were Chadians to be told they were wrong in seeking 
support and aid from a nation possessing territorial ambitions on 
their country? These were the issues at stake. We have always 
said that in every country there are always some people ready for 
betrayal and to enter into an alliance with persons or a nation 
that have ambitions on their national territory. But we felt that 
we had to fight. This applics to those wanting to help Chadians 
who are determined to stay alive and liberate their country and 
boot out the Libyans and their Chadian mercenaries, for Chad- 
ians fighting on Libya’s side are mercenaries in the pay of the 
Libyans. History is full of such characters. During World War 
II, Laval, the notorious Laval who signed the treaty that we hear 
so much about today, was at Vichy. But he considered De Gaulle 
a rebel and condemned him to death. However, this did not 
prevent Europe and the United States from coming together to 
liberate France from the yoke of Nazism. Therefore, in this affair 
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we prefer not to accuse such and such African country. We prefer 
to fight for our own cause, and those who believe in freedom will 
help us. We do not ask others to fight for us, and have never done 
this, because we do not believe any African family would be 
prepared to send its children to come and die for the sake of 
Chadians. Therefore, we must first make the greatest efforts 
ourselves and then ask for help. We do not condemn anybody. 
Some countries have had the courage to condemn Libya; others 
have preferred to keep quiet. Others, too, preferred to operate 
without making noise. But we do not wish to make any comment 
on all this. On the other hand, we would like to thank all those 
who have aided us either materially or by standing on our side. 


[Journalist] France has now decided to move beyond the 16th 
parallel. What exactly does this French presence in Chad mean? 


{Lassou] In any case, for both humanitarian and military activi- 
ties, we have always asked France to help us recover our freedom. 
Our French friends drew a line and now they have decided to help 
us beyond the 16th parallel. If they are even prepared to help us 
liberate the Aozou Strip this evening, we will agree with them. 


[Journalist] Generally, people talk only about the Chadian- 
Libyan war. Does Chad’s internal situation not have anything to 
do with this conflict? 


{Lassou] Our people are enthusiastic; our people are at war, 
except for a few puppets who have gone astray. If J call them 
puppets, it is because they live in the country. But our people fight 
because in March 1986, Libya launched an offensive against our 
positions located south of the 16th parallel. Our people organized 
a march in support of the FANT. During these demonstrations, 
a woman who was living in exile stepped out from the crowd, 
removed her golden earrings, handed them to the UNIR execu- 
tive secretary, and said: “Give them to the president so that he 
can buy what is necessary to maintain the soldiers on the battle- 
field. This is my contribution to the war because I no longer want 
to live in exile.”” This example was followed by every Chadian, 
both inside and outside the country. Even Chadians living in 
Ivory Coast sent millions of CFA francs, all because of this 
woman’s example. We were able to buy tanks due to financial 
help from our people and, with assistance from other places, we 
liberated Fada — where we captured Libyan weapons — because 
our people were united in the face of this test. This is not 
propaganda but rather reality. 


We are managing a war economy. All our people's efforts are 
geared toward the war. When a farmer produces 10 bags of rice, 
he readily gives one-tenth to the soldiers. This is because farmers 
know we have neither oil nor gold to sell to finance the war. As 
the saying goes: Heaven helps those who help themselves. Our 
people have adopted this adage. We are therefore managing a 
war economy, but this does not prevent us from making projec- 
tions. During the second Geneva conference, we outlined some 
priorities, which we reviewed and termed a temporary develop- 
ment plan. Last December, a conference of financial backers of 
the pastoral and farming sector was held in Ndjamena, and 
investors attended to decide which projects they could fund. With 
all going well, as of this month, we should hold a second confer- 
ence on our road program. Another large problem is the economic 
crisis directly affecting Chad. Our only export product — cotton 
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— has lost half its price on the international market. This has 
caused a 50-percent loss. If we must decrease the farmers’ 
purchasing price, we are then going to find ourselves in an 
inextricable situation. [sentence as published] It is therefore a 
difficult situation. We something else that is equally important 
— stockbreeding. Chad has about 5 to 6 million head of cattle 
and other livestock, but this market is not yet well-organized. 
Although the African market for this product is saturated, 
negotiations are still under way to find a place for this product 
in the African market. 


{ Journalist] Have Chadian civil servants been paid regularly since 
President Hissein Habre’s takeover? 


{Lassou] Since 1982, our civil servants have been receiving half 
pay. We know this is insufficient. But they do not complain 
because they know their country is poor. Since last year, however, 
their salaries have been increased to 60 percent of full pay. | must 
admit that this does not solve the problem. This is part of the 
struggle. 


[Journalist] After liberating the remaining towns in northern 
Chad, a problem allegedly arose between France and Chad 
concerning captured Libyan weapons. Could you enlighten us on 
this problem? 


[Lassou] I read what you are talking about in the newspapers. 
When I was in Chad I never heard of any problem with France. 
Perhaps the problem cropped up when I was outside the country. 


[Journalist] What have you done with the weapons captured from 
the Libyans? Have you been able to move them toa safe place? 


[Lassou] Since 1979-80, we have received our supply of arins 
from the enemy — Libya. But it sometimes happens that you do 
not have men trained to use the weapons you have captured. You 
must then have the patience and courage to adapt your men to 
the captured materiel. As you know, when two armies fight, the 
soldiers end up resembling one another. We are finally going to 
end up possessing the same weapons, and in this case one will not 
be able to differentiate between the Chadian Army and the 
Libyan Army as far as materiel is concerned. 


[Journalist] How does the Chadian Government intend to resolve 
the issue of the Aozou Strip? Will it be through diplomatic 
channels, by force of arms, or through the International Court of 
Justice at The Hague? 


{Lassou] President Hissein Habre a few months ago stated that 
Chadians love peace. We want peace because we know what war 
means. The Chadian people wish to resolve this problem through 
dialogue and negotiations. But the Chadian people do not believe 
that Al-Qadhdhafi, that Al-Qadhdhafi’s regime is ready to agree 
to resolving this problem through negotiations; in Al- 
Qadhdhafi’s mind, Chad is a conglomerate of tribes fighting each 
other. Therefore, as long as Al-Qadhdhafi does not change his 
attitude toward Chad, as a country and as a nation, we believe 
the only option left is that of arms. This is because we are dealing 
with someone whose mind is already made up. We must bring 
him to know and accept that the Chadian people do exist; that 
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Chad is a nation, an organized state, a country which has its 
boundaries. This is the situation prevailing today in Chad. 


[Journalist] Had peaceful coexistence always prevailed between 
Chad and Libya? 


{Lassou] Chad never had any problems with Libya prior to 
Al-Qadhdhafi’s ascent in 1969. When Italy invaded Libya, Lib- 
yans came and sought refuge in Chad. There are today Libyan 
families living in Chad, and there are Libyans who are married 
to our sisters, even though we did not take many of their sisters. 
Al-Qadhdhafi came to power with his ideas in 1969 and began 
creating problems between Libyans and Chadians. There is one 
thing that favored this state of affairs: Libya has oil, and 
therefore money. If they were poor, no Libyan would dare raise 
a finger against any Chadian. The Libyans allowed their wealth 
to swell their heads; they bought all sorts of weapons with their 
money. This is how they came to believe they had to pursue the 
adventure of conquering Chad as a starting point for their sinister 
aims. In 1973, Libya began hoisting its flag over the Aozou Strip, 
and then Al-Qadhdhafi brought out the so-called Laval Treaty. 
This is a problem created by the Al-Qadhdhafi regime. We 
believe that if Al-Qadhdhafi and his regime disappear, or if he 
becomes reasonable, an ideal solution can be found to the con- 
flict. 


SIERRA LEONE 


16 Accused of Treason Plead Not Guilty 
ABO31416 Paris AFP in English 1359 GMT 3 Jun 87 


[Text] Freetown, June 3 (AFP) — Sixteen people accused of 
plotting to overthrow the Government of Sierra Leone between 
June last year and March 1987 pleaded not guilty on Wednesday 
[3 June] to a charge of treason and 26 other charges. 


The accused include former First Vice-President Francis Minah, 
former Police Superintendent Mohamed Gabriel Kaikai, Leb 
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anese businessman Kazim Allie, and a member of parliament, 
Mr. Vandy Jimmy. 


Their not-guilty plea came on the second day of the trial after 
trial Judge D.E.M. Williams contended that concealing 
knowledge of treason remained an indictable offence in the West 
African state. 


The 26 charges allegedly supporting the treason charge include 
attempting to lay an ambush, and plotting to attack and kill 
President Joseph Momoh last March. 


The prosecution alleged that Mr. Kaikai, a former head of 
presidential security, held a series of meetings at which he 
allegedly recruited accomplices and laid plans to ambush Presi- 
dent Momoh’s motorcade, assassinate him, and set up a rev- 
olutionary regime. 


Mr. Kaikai is alleged to have made a tape of a radio broadcast 
announcing that the government was overthrown, the Constitu- 
tion suspended, and the ruling All People’s Congress (APC) party 
disbanded. 


Former First Vice-President Minah is alleged to have incited Mr. 
Kaikai to the acts. Mr. Minah is also said to have incited another 
of the accused, Mr Haruna Vandy-Jimmy [name as received], to 
extort 8000 leones (1,700 dollars) from the people of Wande 
Chiefdom, in southern Sierra Leone, to carry out the plot. 


The state also alleged that two of the accused, Daniel Kaikai and 
Joseph Harding, both Army personnel, had marked positions for 
an attack on the presidential motorcade which should have taken 
place on March 20, but which shifted to March 23 after a change 
in President Momoh’s schedule. 


The trial cont: nues. 


